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" What did you do?'5 said the Station Master:
" You did not lose any money 1"
"Well," said the Booking Clerk, "It was
nothing very serious, but might quite ea ily have
been worse. I was looking at that woman as I
was issuing the tickets. In giving three pies to a
fellow, I handed over a half-rupee coin. I dis-
covered it too late to take it back from him and
was feeling that I had been fined seven annas
nine pies for the folly of looking at the woman
instead of minding my business ; but it occurred
to me the next minute that, if I had been a fool
another man could be. Sure enough this fellow
came along and gave the cash and took the cash,
looking at the woman all the time. I gave him a
six-pie instead of a rupee and made up the loss.
After all, if you have God's grace you can repair the
results of your folly as soon as you realise it.
Supposing I had not lost the seven annas nine
pies, I might not have thought of this particular
way of making money and gained fifteen annas
six-pies. All the same, it is a pity that I had to
lose seven annas and three quarters out of what
might have been a gain of fifteen annas and a
half."
Here in the train our amorous friend's mind
was full of anger and desire. Sreenivasaiya's